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MEETING DECORUM
Scorekeeper Training

PLEASE

• Ask questions as they come to you.
• Will “parking lot” topics as needed.
• This training is based on Little League Tournament Rules.
• Little League offers a free Rulebook Application for Android and iOS 

devices. Go to the Google Play Store or Apple App Store to download.



AGENDA
• Where to find materials
• Important Notes for all levels of Scorekeepers
• Mandatory Play Requirements
• Tracking Pitching

• Softball
• Baseball Official Pitch Counter

• Getting familiar with Scorebook
• Batting out of turn (BOT)
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From Rule Book
Note: All officials, including all 

managers, coaches, scorekeepers, 
umpires, tournament directors, 

district administrators, etc., should 
make every effort to prevent a 
situation that may result in the 

forfeiture of a game or suspension of 
tournament privileges. However, 

failure by any party to prevent such 
situations shall not affect the validity 

of a protest.
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When I enter the score booth as an official of the game, I 
recognize I am a neutral party.

Giving information to a team, creates an unfair advantage. 
This is no different than an official who adjusts the conditions 

of a game to benefit a team



WHERE DO I FIND…
Materials from this training?
 Florida District 17 Website:  https://www.fl17.org/

Scorebook / Pitch Count Log
Your Tournament Director will provide

Pitching Affidavit / League Age of Players
 Manager of each team
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WHAT DO I DO…
Before Game

 At least 30 minutes before game:
• Determine who will Pitch Count/Scoreboard & who will keep the book
• Fill out book with line-up
• Fill out pitch count log and pitching affidavit with starting pitcher and catcher

During Game
• Keep accurate records

After Game
• Wait for Pitching Affidavit to be initialed by managers
• Write in final scores in scorebooks

Scorekeeper Training



Important Notes



PLAYER ARRIVALS/DEPARTURE
Scorekeeping Important Notes for Tracking

• Late Players (Arrival is after line-up is turned into Umpire):
• Up to the discretion of Manager if will have them play
• Must be added to bottom of line-up for continuous batting order
• Entered as potential substitute for Senior Divisions

• Sick / Injured players
• Skip player in continuous batting order with no penalties. May reenter the game to the 

discretion of the Manager/Player.
• (Seniors) Eligible substitute replaces. If nobody is eligible, opposing manager selects from 

current benched players.
• Ejected players

• Skip player in continuous batting order with no penalties.
• (Seniors) Eligible substitute replaces. If nobody is eligible, opposing manager selects from 

current benched players.
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BATTERS
Scorekeeping Important Notes for Tracking

Verbal Intentional Walk
• Only Once per Batter per Game

Seniors (Non-continuous batting order)
• If change is made during defense, manager must declare where in line-up batter 

goes.
• *May not change position in batting line-up for a player
• Starter may only re-enter game once
• *Substitutes, once removed, may not return

*Illness/Injury may allow the two above conditions to change
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BASE RUNNERS
Scorekeeping Important Notes for Tracking

Continuous Batting Order
 Courtesy Runner (7.14(b) or TR 3(d)

• May be used for Pitcher/Catcher when there are 2 outs
• Must be player who made last out

• If a pitcher or catcher made the last out, that player is still the courtesy runner
 Replace ill/injured runner

• Player who made last out must replace ill/injured base runner
Seniors (Non-continuous batting order)

Special Pinch Runner (7.14(a) or TR 3(d) Seniors) may be used
• Not more than 1 time per inning, Not more than 2 times per game
• Player may only be SPR once per game
• SPR must be someone on the bench at time of change

Replace ill/injured player
• Must be replace by a substitute
• Eligible substitute replaces. If nobody is eligible, opposing manager selects from current 

benched players.
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Mandatory Play



MANDATORY PLAY
Baseball and Softball

• Juniors and below:
• Must play with a continuous batting order

• Seniors
• No mandatory play
• No continuous batting order
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Protests



SCOREKEEPERS 

PROTESTABLE NOT PROTESTABLE

Mandatory Play Violations
Improper Substitution
Illegal Pitcher
Illegal Catcher
Illegal Player

Judgement Calls
Unannounced Substitution
Batting Out of Turn
Runner not Tagging Up
Runner Leaving Early
Missed Bases

The misapplication of a playing rule is also a protestable offense. However, this is typically outside the 
purview of the scorekeeper.
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Pitching Basics



SOFTBALL SCOREBOOK
For softball, Scorekeeper and Pitch Counter are the same person.

Draw a line 
between 
Players 
indicating 
where pitcher 
entered

Logging Pitching Changes
Designate within the book 
what batter the pitching 
change happened on.

Count innings, one column per pitcher, 
checkbox the inning they pitched
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BASEBALL PITCHING LOG
Pitching and Catching Log Baseball, Fill out in pencil

1.Fill out all players ineligible to pitch. For second game of day, add players as needed from first 
game.

2.As a pitcher becomes ineligible to catch, may fill out this information. For second game in a day, 
this should be filled out

3.Team Name for tracking those pitchers
4.Date of game
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PITCHING LOG
Pitching and Catching Log Baseball, Fill out in pencil

1.Write in Catcher(s) Uniform # each inning. 
2.Write in starting pitcher uniform number, name, league age, maximum pitches, inning entered 

to pitch.
I. Pitching change: 
ü Pitcher removed, log inning removed, score at that moment, total pitches, threshold pitches 

(First pitch to the last batter they pitched to)
ü New Pitcher: pitcher uniform number, name, league age, maximum pitches, inning entered.
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PITCHING LOG
Pitching Log Baseball, Fill out in Pencil

• #12 started their last batter with:
• 1st pitch is 39th pitch, last pitch 

thrown to batter was 42nd 
pitch.

This allows for you to stay on one form throughout the game yet still capture everything you 
need to fill out the pitching affidavit after the game is over. 

• Score was 5-4, pitching team has 
5 runs.

• In the third inning, #9 starts 
pitching

• # 12 started the game.
• League Age 10; Pitch Limit 75
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COUNTING PITCHES
This reflects 3 pitches to first batter.
4 Pitches to second batter.
If pitcher is removed right now, Threshold pitches is 4, total pitches is 7.

Reminder:
Every pitch is counted, including 
• All Fouls
• Illegal pitches (Pitched or Not Pitched)
• Balks with a delivered pitch, 
• Balls in an intentional walk. 

• If umpire calls, ”No Pitch”, then do not count a pitch.

Umpire calls, Strike - Batter out of box – Strike on batter, no pitch counted on pitcher (Rule 3.a)

Space to track Visit to 
Mound if Umpire calls it out

Scorekeeper Training



OFFICIAL PITCHING AFFIDAVIT
Pitch Counter must fill out affidavit in Ink. Try to keep it updated with each pitching change.
Starting Game:
Pitch Count Log in Pencil:

12 Bailey Lopez 11
85

1

``

6/15 District Bailey Lopez 11

Terrific County Little League

10 – 12 Year Old (Majors)

City Little League
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OFFICIAL PITCHING AFFIDAVIT
#12 Bailey was starting pitcher. Pitched till 3rd inning. Left when Bailey’s team scored 2 runs and opposing 
team had 5 runs. Total Pitches = 33; Threshold pitches = 33 (only pitched one pitch to last batter).

#41 Adrian came in the 3rd inning and left in 4th. Left when Adrian’s team scored 7 runs and opposing team 
had 5 runs. Total Pitches = 22; Threshold pitches = 21.

#1 Robert come in the 4th inning. Has not pitched to a batter yet.

12 Bailey Lopez
11

85
1

3
2

5
33

33

41 Adrian Choi
10

75
3

4
7

5
22

21

1 Robert Smith
12

85
4
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OFFICIAL PITCHING AFFIDAVIT
#12 Bailey was starting pitcher. Pitched till 3rd inning. Left when Bailey’s team scored 2 runs and opposing 
team had 5 runs. Total Pitches = 33; Threshold pitches = 33 (only pitched one pitch to last batter).

#41 Adrian came in the 3rd inning and left in 4th. Left when Adrian’s team scored 7 runs and opposing team 
had 5 runs. Total Pitches = 22; Threshold pitches = 21.

#1 Robert come in the 4th inning. Has not pitched to a batter yet.

Bailey Lopez

Adrian Choi

Robert Smith

11 2 5 33 33

10

1

7 5 22 21

12

1

District

District

District

6/15

6/15

6/15

City Little League

City Little League

City Little League
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Baseball Scorekeeper
Tracking Pitches



SCOREBOOK
Count pitches, one column per 

pitcher.
Batter 

1

Batter 
2

Batter 
3

Batter 
4

Batter 
5

“X” last pitch to batter
Circle last pitch of inning.
Pitcher #23 had:
• 4 pitches to batter 1
• 3 pitches to batter 2
• 1 pitch to batter 3 (end inning)
• 4 pitches to batter 4
Pitcher #8 had:
• 3 pitches to batter 5
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SCOREBOOK
For baseball, log the pitch changes within the inning.

Draw a line 
between 
Players 
indicating 
where pitcher 
entered

Logging Pitching Changes
Designate within the book 
what batter the pitching 
change happened on.
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Official Scorekeeper
Getting Familiar with the Scorebook



FILLING OUT SCOREBOOK FROM LINE-UPS
CONTINUOUS BATTING ORDER
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FILLING OUT SCOREBOOK FROM LINE-UPS
SOME HIGHLIGHTS

NP 5

2 5

Ineligible pitch

Ineligible pitch

Ineligible Catch

Verbal IW

Stop catch B5

Start catch B5

Ineligible pitch
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SCORING FOR INJURY/SICK/EJECTED
Ineligible pitch

Ineligible Catch

Verbal IW

Stop catch B5 NP 5

Start catch B5 2 5

Ineligible pitch

SICK

Ejected
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19 Bobbi Harris 6

17 Sara Able 4

20 Carrie Thomas 8

24 Daphne Jones 7

15 Ricki Alexander 3

22 Breana Moore 2

25 Andi Cooper DP

7 Kathryn Morris 5

3 Elaine Rodgers 9

18 Midge Green (Flex) 1

10 Sally Howell
4 Brandi Baker

6 Carlie Smith

Substitutes

SOFTBALL SENIORS
WITH DP / FLEX
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11 Dustin Miller 8

5 Keke Figueiredo DH

23 Justin Carl Falena 5

20 Jeff Liclomini 3

10 Dalton Soymour 2

8 Spencer Duggan 4

2 Antonio Castillo 7

25 Justin Hanlin 9

17 Steve Ouellette 6

12 Ruben Rios 1

6 Zach C Hansen
28 Craig Broadman

30 Chris Hartin

Substitutes

BASEBALL SENIORS
WITH DESIGNATED HITTERS
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SCORESHEET 
DISTRICT 17 WILL HAVE STANDARD SCOREBOOKS

Starting Players leaving 
room for substitutes

Baseball: Use space to record Catcher 
Uniform # (s) per inning (Baseball Only)

Strikes / Balls
Baseball: Can add 

additional tick marks 
for foul balls, illegal 

pitches

Use space to record 
Outs. Important to 

number correctly. I.e. 
if they were the 

second out, write the 
number 2

Score how got to base (hit or walk).
Write “E” for Error

If intentional walk, circle BB and write “IW” next to 
player’s name to make it easy to see they already 

received an IW

IW

Scorekeeper Training



SCORESHEET 
1. Minimum – Record Runs each inning.

1. All other stats are optional
2. Notes / Comments – Anything noteworthy
3. Optional to record pitcher information
4. Ejections or other information about the game
5. Record final score of game
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DEFENSE POSITIONS

Senior Baseball - Designated Hitter 
must have a Position of DH.
The player they are designated for 
is listed in the 10th position on the 

line-up card.

Senior Softball - Designated Player 
must have a position of DP.
The 10th player (Flex) is in the 10th 

position on the line-up card.
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ABBREVIATIONS BASICS
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2 Strikes

PITCHES AND GETTING ON BASE

1 Ball

Single

Double

Triple

Homerun

Base on Balls

Verbal Intentional Walk 
with 1 Strike

Total 5 Pitches for Count
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Caught Fly Ball 
By LF

OUTS

Caught Pop Fly
By 1B

Ground Out
SS to 1B

Caught Stealing
Catcher to SS

Ground Out
1B Unassisted

Infield Fly

Triple Play
Out 1: SS to 3B for force

Out 3: 1B to 3B for Tag Out

Out 2: 3B to 1B
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EJECTED PLAYERS OR COACH

Logging this information could help the umpire if there are any 
questions.

Input: Inning ejected, score at time, how many outs, who is up to bat.

EJECTED T6 1 out

If player, in ink, write 
information

Make sure Tournament 
Director is informed as 

soon as possible
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Batting Out of Turn



SCORING BATTING OUT OF TURN
Scorekeeper may not alert anyone of batting out of turn.

1. Batter “Sam” bats when “Palmer” should be up. If fixed while Sam is batting, 
 Palmer takes Sam’s place with the count Sam incurred.

2. Batter “Sam” bats when “Palmer” should be up. Team appeals after Sam 
completes at bat but before next pitch is thrown:
 Palmer is out and Sam is removed from base.
 Any players advanced on ball batted in play, are put back to spot of last pitch.
 Next batter after Palmer is proper batter, which might be Sam.

3. Batter “Sam” bats when “Palmer” should be up. Team appeals after Sam 
completes at bat and after next pitch is thrown (or no appeal):
 Batter after Sam is proper batter.
 This might skip people in the lineup.
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SCORING BATTING OUT OF TURN
Scenario One:
Sam comes up to bat, realize mistake and put Palmer in batter’s box.
Palmer takes the count Sam left off with.
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SCORING BATTING OUT OF TURN
Scenario Two:
Sam comes up to bat, Sam reaches first base, defense team appeals.
Palmer is out.
All players return that advanced on a played ball.
 If a player steals, they will retain their steal.
Sam is up to bat.
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SCORING BATTING OUT OF TURN
Scenario Three:
Sam comes up to bat, Sam reaches first base, no appeal and next pitch happens.
Sammie is next legal batter.

Note:
If Sammie had taken Palmer’s at bat with no appeal,
Next legal batter would be Ash
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QUESTIONS


